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a werthy Friend, who, having heard the Sub- 

flance of it, in the Cathedral of Kilfenora, 
om the Pulpit, <was pleaſed to think, that if it were 
jrinted, it might afford ſome uſeful Inſtruction, particu- 
larly to that remote Part of the Country, where Books 
of any Sort are not very plenty. | 


T:. IS Diſcourſe is publiſbed at the Defire of 


That it might the better anſwer this good Defign, 


have expreſſed my Thoughts more fully (and thereby, I 
bije, more plainly ) than what the Time would allow me 
jo do avben I was Preaching : And becauſe the Church 
Rome /ays /o great a Streſs upon what they call Tra- 
dition, 7 have thought it not improper to inſiſt a little 
re largely on that Point, than atherwiſe ca ſuch an 
Uccafion I foould hade done. 


[ hope the Controverſial Part of the Diſcourſe may 
rf ſome Uſe to thofe who will vouchſafe it a ſerious 
ni impartial Reading; and as for that Part of it 
wich is Practical, I may with Aſſurance ſay, that it 
will be of Benefit to every Man, of whatever Per- 
eon or Profe fon he may be, provided that be fu. 


ns his Life according to it. 
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St. Paul's Religion. 


the Beginning of the twenty fourth 

LE) Chapter of the Ads of the Apoſtles we 

= have an Account of the Accuſation 

which the High Prieſt and Elders of 

the Few People, by their Orator 

Tertullus, brought againſt the bleſſed 

Apoſtle St. Paul, before Felix the Roman Governor; the 

dum and Subſtance of which, as we find it ſet forth in 
the fiſth Verſe, is brought under theſe two Heads: 


Firſt, That he was guilty of Treaſonable Prac- 
tices :gainſt the Civil State; Ve have found this 
Man (ſays Tertullus ) à peſtilent Fellow, and a Mover 
of Sedition among all the Feaus throughout the World. 

And, Secondly, That he was alſo a Diſturber of the 
Jewiſh Church, and a Promoter of Hereſy in Reli- 
pion: 4 Ringleader of the Sed ef the Nazarenes : 
For by that Name they called the Chriſtians, be 
eue they were Followers of Jeſus of Nazareth. 


As to the former Part of this Accuſation, St. Pau 
rely denies it, as an Untruth, for which there was 
not the leaſt Colour; and dares them, if they can, 
o prove what they thus alledged againſt him: They 
heiler found me in the Temple (ſays he) diſputing with 
tn Man, neither ſtirring up the People, neither in the 
Magog ues, nor in the City: Neither can they prove the 
linz whereof thay now accuſe me, Ver. 12, 1 3. 

A3 Bat 


. St. Paul's Religion. 


But as to the other Branch of the Charge, be 
thinks it moſt proper to explain himſelf upon it, and 
to givs. zn Account of that Religion Which he pro- 
feſſed and praQtiſed ; of which he was not at all . 
ſhamed, notwithſtanding that they endeavoured 10 
faſten the odious Name of a Sea, or Hereh, (for 
that is the Name in the original Greek) upon it; Bu 
zun I aufs unto thee (ſays he) that after the Way 
hieb thry call Here, fo worſhip I the God of my 
| Fathers; believing all Things which are «written in 
4he Law and the Prophets. Aud having Hope toward, 
God, which they themſekues alſa allow, that” there ſhall 
be a Reſurriftion of the Dead, both of the Fuſt and Ur 
Jufl. Aud herein do J exerciſe my ſelf; to have alway 
— Conſcience void of Offence toward God, and ue 
1 $2655 1 
This is the Account which St. Paul here plainly 
(tho' briefly) gives of his Religion; and ſince the Ac- 
cuſation which the Church of Rome brings again 
our Religion, is much like that, which the Jeu 
brought againſt St. Paul's; and our Anſwer to then 
is the very ſame, which the Apoſtle here gives to the 
other: It will not be improper, as we proceed, 
plainly to ſhew, that the ſame Defence which he 
here makes for him/e{f, we alſo have a. Right to 
make for ourſelves, in return tog that unjuſt Charge, 
which our Adverſaries bring againſt ue, as the Jew 
did againſt him; and, conſequently, that our Rel 
gion is the ſame with his. 02 65a walls ad 1 
It were ever to be wiſhed, that in the Management 

of all Controverſies about Religion, each Party 
would carefully avoid all harſh and bitter Exprel- 
ſions, and all unmannerly Reflections one upon ano- 
ther. As theſe Things are the Effect of Paſſion in 
thoſe who make uſe of them, ſo do they only ferve 
to raiſe the like in the adverſe Party: The Conle- 
quence of which ie, that Men's Mapa gf : 


% 


both Sides, grow more and more diſturbed, and 
thereby leſs fit for the due Apprehenſion and Recep- 


tion of the Truth: Whereas, if every Diſputant 


would always content himſelf with clearly ſtating his 
Caſe, and calmly repreſenting the Arguments upon 
which he grounds his Opinion, this would ſoon ſet 


— 9 


ſing, is the only way to bring Men to a conſcientious 


| Profeſſion of it. Or if, after all, they could not 
+ bereby be brought to agree in the Profeſſion of the 
ame Faith and Doctrine; yet Peace and Charity 
| Woight fill in a great Meaſure be preſerved, which 
alone would be an unvaluable Bleſſing to the World, 
„Not this Meekneſs and Calmneſs, in managing a Reli- 
4 Weious Diſputation, St. Paul here ſets us a moſt excellent 
rample: His Adverſaries call him a pe/t:/ent Fellowy, 
ly Ward Rizgleader of à Sed; and repreſented his Religion 
c- Wh: no better than a Hereſy, or cauſeleſs Departure from | 
it Wie Je Church: To all which the Apoſtle, in the 
ut noſt mild and gentle Manner, makes Anſwer in the 
n Words which you have juſt now heard; Aer the 
he y aohich they call Hereſy, &. Where we may 
ed, Whobicrve, . axed, Lana reg nog Oe 
he 


Firf, That St. Paul thinks it no juſt ObjeQion a- 


to 

ge, eainſt his Religion, that they endeavour to brand it 
ich an odious Name. If he had taught any wick- 
cli- Ned or falſe Doctrine, any thing that were contrary 


tither to the Holy Scriptures (that were then ex- 


fan,) or to ſober and ſound Reaſon, or to the Rules 
ty f an honeſt and virtucus Life; his Adverſaries 
rel- eugbt to have inſtanced at leaſt in ſome one ſuch 
no- Docrine ſo taught by him, and to have ſhewn the 
n in alleneſs or Perniciouſneſs of it. But inſtead of 
erve ie, they make uſe only of general Terms ; they 
nlc- bis Religion Hereſy, and thoſe that profeſs it a 
on , to which it was enough for him to anſwer, A. 


ter 


Truth in it's cleareſt Light; which, with God's Bleſ- 
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ter the Way which they call Hereſy, fo au f . 
G0 my Fathers: And if he had faid no more that 
this, it ought to have been taken as a ſufficient Ah. 
fwer, until they ſhould form a more particular Ac. 
cufation againft him, ay r 
Much ſuch another Accuſation as this of the 
Feaus againſt St. Paul, they of the Church of Nom 
bring againſt all us, who are call'd Proteftants, Some 
of their greateſt Divines finding it too difficult 4 


Task to carry on the Diſpute about particular Mat- 


ters with us, have thought it enough to infiſt upon 
this one general Charge againſt us, that we are He 
reticks, or, in other Terms, that we refuſe to receive 
and own their Church as the Guide of our Faith : 
To which our Reply is the very ſame with this of 8. 
Paul, and upon the very ſame Grounds alſo. * 

As to the Rule of our Faith, the Holy Scriptures, | 
mall have Occaſion to ſpeak of hem by and by; 
but at preſent, for the particular Paris of our Rel. 
gion: We profeſs to believe all the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, as they are compriſed in that an 
cient Creed, which for Subſtance was only and uni- 
verſally received throughout the primitive Church 
and to this Day retains the Name of the Aha 
Creed: Nor does the Church of Rome require the 
Profeſſion of any other Creed, from all thoſe whon 
ſhe admits to Baptiſm *, and thereby, according it 
their own Doctrine, into a State of Regeneration all 
Salvation: We acknowledge our ſelves bound to liv! 
in the conſtant Practice of all thoſe Duties to God 
our Neighbour, and our ſelves, which are partly pre 
| feribed to us by the Rules of ſober Reaſon, but mot 


* See the 3 Ritual in the Office of Baptiſm. Bat ih 
mus eſt Sacramentum Regenerationig, — Per Baptiſwun 
| Chriſto filii miſericordia renaſcimur. Catech. Cone: Ini 


fall 
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fully by the Word of God: We require that every 
Perſon who is duly qualified to be a Member of 
Chriſts Church, ſhould be received thereinto by Bap- 
iſm, in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Ho- 
y Ghoſt : And amongſt other Acts of religious Wor- 
Hip which we own ourſelves obliged to pay unto 
God, one is, that we frequently commemorate the 
Death and Paſſion of his bleſſed Son, by eating of 
that Bread, and drinking of that Cup, which he 
hasappointed for this Purpoſe.: And laſtly, as often 
uon a ſtrict Examination, of ourſelves, we find 
bat we have neglected or tranſgreſſed any Part of 
our Duty, the only Way of obtaining Pardon from 
od, and reconeiling ourſelves to him, we take to 
be by a hearty and | ſincere Repentance, which we 
each to conſiſt in an humble Acknowledgment of 
pur Sins to God, and a hearty Amendment and Re- 
ormation of our Lives. This is the Sum and Sub 
ance of the Religion of a Proteſtant: And if a 
Van thus believes and lives, and with Sincerity con- 
inues ſo to do, to the End of bis Days, however 
pnorant or miſtaken he may unavoidably happen 
d bein other Matters, yet we judge that he will be 
wed, and made eternally happy, not for any Merits 
f bis own, but for the Merits, and through the Me- 
ation of our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chritt, auho was. 
ſlvered for our Offences, and was raiſed again for 
r Juſtification. Rom. iv. 25. TT FAT 
If then, in all this, our Adverſaries can tax us 
th teaching any one Thing that is /a/ſe; or if they 
ſeend that the Belief, or Practice of any thing more: 
au what we teach, is neceſſary to Salvation ; let 
em name that particular Thing; and as we bither- 
aways have been, ſo we {till ſhall be moſt willing 
0 ready to enter into a ſober Debate with them 
aut it. But as for that general Charge of Hereſß, 
ah which tome of them make ſo great a Noiſe 
| _ againſt 
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againſt us; although we have again and again mol 
Air as Faves yy ourſelves Goh this 1 — trine 
yet would it have been enough to ſay that, as long 
as we know that every Part and Branch of our Reli. 
gion is true and agreeable-to the Will of God, we 
| ought not in the leaſt to be put out of Conceit with it, 
on account of this or any other odious Name, which 
our Enemies cauſeleſsly beſtow upon it. er th 
Way which they call HERESY, /o unh I the 
God of my Fathers, &c. ſays St. Paul; and ſo for the is no 
ſame Reaſon, may we ſay alſ ooo. 
But before I diſmiſs: this Point, I muſt put our 
Adverſaries of the Church of Rome in mind of ont 
very material Thing, which is, that altho? they 
were able to prove the Truth of thoſe Doctrines which 
they receive and we reje& ; ſuch as TranſubPantia- 
tion, Purgatory, the Sacrifice of the Maſt, &c. (which Wered 
we have often abundantiy ſhewn they never can de 
yet would not this be a ſufficient Ground to charge 
us with Herefp, except they alſo ſhew that God fe. Is 
quires the Belief of theſe Things from every Man, 
as of Neceſſity in order to his Salvation. For howeverenin 
true a Doctrine may be, yet if the Belief of it bei 
not neceſſury to Salvation, it is poſſible that a Mat 
may be ignorant of it, or not believe it, and pet 
be a ſound Member of Chriſt's Church, and conle- 
quently no Heretic. Inſtead, there fore, of beltow- 
| Ing all their Labour in proving the Truth of thelt 
Doctrines, (wherein they have ſhewn very much An, 
though to very little purpoſe) we defire they would 
take ſome Pains, if they can, to prove the Mera 
of them alſo (whereof hitherto they have been veya 
ſparing) or elſe they but beat the Air, and fight with 
a Shadow: For again I repeat it, let a DoArine be 5 
never ſo true, yet if the Belief of it be not neee 
to Salvation, no Man ought to be accounted an . 
retick barely for not believing it. Either . 
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they muſt prove that the Belief. of theſe their Doe- 
ries was aways neceſſary to Salvation, even from 
the firſt Preaching of the Goſpel, or that the Church 
of Rome has Power from God to make the Belief of 
them neceflary to Salvation, though in.the Days of 
the Apoſtles it were not ſo; or elſe they muſt own 
ant we are no Hereticks for not believing them, or 
dat though we are Hereticks, yet ſtill we may be in 
the Way of Salvation; and conſequently that Hereß 
js no damnable Sin. ä Oe) TOI BY OR 
Secondly, For a: farther Vindication of himlelf 
gainſt the Charge of Hereſy, St. Paul bere declares 
who alone it is that is the Object of his Religious 
hip. After the Way which they call Hereſy, ſo 
worſhip I the God of my Fathers, ſays he. Fs 
That divers Perſons had, before that Time, ſaf- 
fered Martyrdom for the Chriſtian Faith, and. were 
plorified Saints in Heaven, particularly Stephen (Acts 
fü. 59.) and 7 ames the Brother of Fobn, [Acts xii. 7.) 
ms well known to St. Paul: And if we give Credit 
0 Euſebias *, whoſe Opinion is followed by very © 
ninent Writers of the Church of Rome, the bleſſed 
gin Mary had ſome Years: before departed out of 
this World, and (as ſoms ſuppoſed, and that + Church + 
o this Day holds) was receiv'd, Body and Soul, up 
Into Glory, If then St. Paul had believ'd (as the 
burch of Rome now teaches) that the Saints in Hea- © 
n are to be invoked and prayed to, and their Ima- 
es, as allo that of Chriſt, were to be worſhipped; 
1s very ſtrange that the Apoſtle, upon ſuch an e- 
nent Occaſion as this, ſhould not give the leaſt In- 
mation of any ſuch Matter. He was not aſpbamed 


K 
8 


* Maria Vir:o, Jeſu Chriſti Mater, ad Filium in Calum 
lumitur, ut quidam fuiſſe Sibi revelatum ſeribunt. Euſeb. 
bron. Hier, Interp. A. D. 48, Fn 4 | 
T Aſfumpta eft Maria in Cælum, gaudet Exercitus Angelo- 


. Mil. Rom. In Aſſumpt. B. Mar. Virg. f 
| ; ” 


12 St. Pauſs Religion: 


rils and Safferings which he had already under. 


gone for it, ſufficiently ſhew, that he was not afraid 1 


openly. to profeſs it, and eyery Part of it, (2 Cor. xi. 
23. Cc.) And yet when he here gives an Account 
of the Chriſtian Worſpip, which he practiſed, he 
makes not the leaſt mention either of Saints or Imz- 


ges; no, nor of the Virgin Mary herſelf; but only 


of God alone, as the Object of it. Thou ſhalt wr. 
Hip the Lord thy God, and bim ON LV ſab 
thou ſerve, ſays Chrift, (Mat. iv. 10:) and according 


to this Precept, St. Paul here plainly gives an Ac- 


count of his own Practice. 


When therefore the Church of Rome condenini 
us, amongſt other Things, for this, That we confine" 


all Religious Worſhip to God alone, and refuſe to 
give any Part thereof either to Saints or Inge; 1 
ſee not how they can avoid involving this bleſſed 4- 


fame Condemnation ; ſo that we muſt of Neceſlity 
herein either ſtand or fall together. Search the Holy 
Scriptures, , both of the 'O/4 and New-Te/fament, 
from the one End to the other, and in almoſt even 
Leaf, you will find either Precepts, Exhortations, or 
Examples of worſhipping GOD: But as for the li- 


vocation of Saints, or any Sort of Worſhip to be 


given to Images, there is not one ſingle Paſſage in 
the whole Bible that gives the leaſt | Countenance 


thereto, but very many to the contrary : And at for 


St. Paul's both Doctrine and Practice, they are a 
clear as the Sun, not only from the Paſſage of Scrip 
ture now more immediately under our Conſideration, 
but alſo from many more that every where occur in 
all his Writings : Ged alone appears to be the Ob / 
ject of his religious Worſhip ; and if herein he were 
in the right, we who agree with him in this, ” 
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well as in all, other, Parts, of, 


to a free and open Acknowledgement of the Ground. 
all Things <obich are written in the Law and the Pro. 
common Speech, were wont to comprehend all thoſe 


which we now call by the Name of 
nent. (Mat. ii. 13. and xxii. 40. 


For the better apprehending of what the La le 
here means and aims at, we. muſt take. Notice, that 


(0d) had regeiv'd. .divers Cuſtoms , and. : Doarines, 


guilty of two great Errors. 


lathemſelves be innocent, though no way neceſſary 3 
pon them, than upon the known Law of God him; 


15. % tbr Hands when they eat, becauſe this was a 
bet Tradition of the Elders, (Mat. xv. 2.) nor. would 


* there have been any Hurt in this Cuſtom, if it had | | 


* been uſed without Superſtition: But while they were 
bus careſul, in all Appearance, to nale clean the Outs 


rip Widedr;fs, (Luke xi, 39.) Much like unto ſome 
10 Perſons who will not, upon any Account, taſte a Bit 
in al Fleſh upon one of their Faſt-Days, as being con- 


Oþ/ "7 to the Tradition or Inſtitution of their 


7. * and yet upon the ſame or any other Day, 
a e no great nne of Drunkenneſs, Cur- 
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T* ad 
Thirdly, St. Paul, that he. may yet. more. effec- 
tually and unanſwerably make his Defence, proceeds 


and Foundation of his Faith, by, profeſſing to believe, 
zbets ; under which, Expreſſion the Feau, in their 


Books of Holy (Scripture: which they ; 1 : = ; 3 
Old dale: 


the Feww/o. People (beſides. the written Word of 


Firſt, That whereas ſome of theſe Traditions might 
they laid as great, or ſometimes a_ greater Streſs - 


x ſelf, Thus, for Example, they were. very. careful ta ; 


e cheir inward Part was: full of 'Ravening and 
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in both Kinds adminiſtred to the Faithful: And yet, 
with non obfante, decreeing that this Sacrament ful 
be taken by the Laity, only under one Kind, "viz, that 
Bread, Nor have Men of 'great ® Name beei 
wanting in the Church of Rome who have carried 
this Matter ſo far as to maintain, that he Pope har! 
Power to diſpenſe in all Things of the Law df Gil, 

' excepting the Articles of Faith : But I muſt return to 
the Fewifh Traditions. T 
Before St. Paul was converted to the Chriſta 
Faith, he was as fond of theſe Traditions as any dl 
his Brethren : I profited (iays he) in the Jewiſh Relgin 
above many of mine Equals in mine own Nation, bony 
more exceedingly zealous of the TRADITIONS of "f 
Fathers (Gal. i. 14.) Here he ſeems to lay the great 
Streſs of the Fei Religion, as it was then pro 
feſſed, upon theſe their Traditions, according to which 


they interpreted, and often wreſted the Haß Sen 
En tart, 


# Sar, De Leg. I. 10. c. 6. p. 3» 


St. Pauls Religion. Is WM 
| ares. But now that God had fully opened the 
Eyes of his Underſtanding, he takes not the leaſt 
Notice of theſe ſame. Traditions ; but lays: the Foun- 
dation of his Faith and Religion altogether upon 
the Hely Ser iptures, pore ending that the eus _ 
accounted him an Heretic for ſo doing. Mer .. the 4 
Way uubich they call HERESY (fays he] /o w 
the God of my Fathers, (not according to thoſe ground. - 
leſs Traditions which the Fewi/p Doctors have by 
degrees impoſed upon the ignorant People, but] Se- 
leving all Wings which. are written in the Law 
and the Prophets. And 5 8 ſame Purpoſe he 
wot long after expreſſes himſelf before King Arip- 
jo: I continue unto thit Day (ſays he). vitnefing both 
to Small and Great, ſaying none other Things than thoſe 

lieb the Prophets and Moſes did ſay ſhould come, Acts 
xxyi. 22) And again (v. 27.) King Aerippa, believeſt, 
thau the Prophets ? 1 know that thou believeſt, .. Not one 
Word, in all this, or any other Part of St. Paul's 
Diſcourſes or Writings, of the Few. Traditions, 
rept ſometimes to rejett them; but the Foundation 
his Religion, as a Chriſtian,-1s entirely laid in the 
% rode toms i fit eals: Hire Sea bt 
Notwithſtanding the. many Errors and Corruptions: 
lich bad taken. Root in the Few Church, and at 
tat Time almoſt univerſally overſpread the Face of 
yet ſtill it pleaſed God, by his over: ruling Provi- 
tice, to preſerve his auritten Nord, and keep it pure 
nd unecrrupted: Abundance of the Copies thereof 
a, for divers Ages, been very common in the 

ands of the People, and very much read by them, 
clides the conſtant, publick Reading thereof in ibeir 
Magogues every Sabbath-Day (Acts xv. 21.) by which. 
ans tne Nuntain, I mean the Text of the Holy 
1ptures, was kept pure and undefiled, altho' the 
"ans which the Scribes and Phariſees drew from 

by their falſe Gloſſes and Interpretations, were 
B 2 TED become _ -* 
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become corrupt, and very much polluted! *Tothi 
Pure Fountain therefore, that is to "ſay, to the 7 
er. Hoh Word, St, Paul appeals, and 1s ready to 
tand or fall by whatever may from thende be fairly 
concluded : Wherein he ddes ne more "thaw whit, 
Tong before, the Prophet 7/@tah had directed" then 
all to do: To the Law and to the Teftimony (Mays that 
| Prophet) / they ſpeak nor according ts this Ward, it if 
becauſe there is no Light in them. Tai, viii. 20. 
The Divine Authority of all thoſe Writings which, 
among the Jer, were uſually *comprehended onder 
the common Appellation 6f thy -Law 40 tht Pr. 
phets, was univerfally acknowledged by that People 
or if any one (whether Few or Gentile) ſhould'ofir 
to deny it, there were, and are ſuch ftrong Arpu- 
ments and Proofs: for it, as may be abundantly fuff- 
cient to convince every ſober and impartial Man. 
From theſe ſacred Writings Sti Pax! was able mol 
clearly toſhew, that God had often promiſed to ſend 
an extraordinary Perſon into the World, under the 
Title of the MefFab or Chr, more fully to make 
known his Will to Mankind-than hat before bud 
been done, and thereby to promote that 'univerk! 
Happineſs, not only of the People of ae,, but of 
all the Nations of the Earth Who ſhould fincereh) 
cleave unto him: And from all the Circumſtances of 
the Perſon, Family, Birth, Life, Doctrine, Death, 
Reſurrection, and Aſcenſien of this fame Chrji or 
M:ffah, as the fame might clearly be gathered el 
ther from the expreſs Words of theſe Divine Wri 
tings, or by juſt Conſequence from them, be was 
able beyond Contradiction to male out, that 7 efur 
of Nazareth, who not long before had been mol 
- unjuſtly put to Death, was that very Chriff or My 
fab whom God had promiſed, and conſequently thi 
all the Doctrine, which either he, or any by bis A 
thority had taught, was to be owned and r eceived a 
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the DoRrine of God. AY this (f fay) St. Pau wis 


able moſt fully and convincingly. to prove from the 


Writings of Moſes and the Prophets, taken by them 
ſelves alone, and interpreted partly by: comparing 


one Paſſage with another: But if once he ſhould 


have admitted of the Fexvi/h Traditions, either by 
themſelves alone, or as the beſt Interpreters of the 
Holy Scriptures, all his Proof muſt immediately there- 
| by have been overthrown ; it being one of the moſt 


receiv'd Traditions, at that Time among the Fewws, 


that the Chriſt or Meſſiah, whom they expected, was 
; to be a great and glorious Prince upon Earth, to 


jection wherein they had ſo; long been to their Ene- 
mies: Which popular Conceit had taken ſuch deep 
Root in the Minds even of our bleſſed Saviour's 
Diſciples, as in his Life- time to put them upon con- 
tending who of. them ſhould be the greate in bis 
Kingdom (Mat. xx. 20. Mark ix. 34.) and after his 
Reſurrection, renewed in them an ExpeQation that 


1. 6.) All theſe unwritten Traditiant, therefore, St. 
Pau, declines, as having no Authority. from God ; 
and appeals to the aoritten Word o God, to the more 
ſure Word of Prophecy (as St. Peter calls it, 2 Pet. 
i. 19.) the Ground and Foundation of his Faith, 
x LE Cbriſtian, being this, that he believes all Things 
rich are ritten in the Law and the Prophets. - 


ei. And now to apply all this to my preſent Pur. 
Vi. poſe: When our bleſſed Saviour, after his Reſur- 
ws WY eckion, bad commanded: his Diſciples to go and 
fu ee all Nations, Baptixing them in the Name of the 
won Faber, and of tbe Son, and of - the Holy Ghoſt, 


(Vat. xxviii, 19.) the firſt thing which they did in 
purſuance of this Command, was to preach the Goſ- 
pel in Jeruſalem, where the firſt Foundation of the 
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fpht their Battles, and deliver them from the Sub- 


he would then reffore again the Kingdom to Iſrael (Acts 
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Chriſian Church was laid: And as more and more 
| h People 


£ i 
ies . 


© ey + __ 


Þ 
ILL 


w_ | 
rn 
ig Ty 3 
—— 3 
„ ROSS Og 9 


l 4 > 4 
82 8 3 4 * 
So 
* « bt 1 n _P = 
— add 2 
9 = — Wy : 2 £ — e = 4 1 * iy l = - 4 WL 5 ST = 
r * - . — n n * F = nb el jo SET „ 7 
8 8 n 4 - 2 eff! my . 4 1 25 J LAY : * * * LACY 
LV ö * 8 N ras i p * + 9 r An. the as ib h 5 0 o 2 [ i * 7 re 
* Hu - = * r gp J A & . 2 1 
rs ea AE fo — — 32 FI a” „ e 6 — * i ns . . Cie aa 
N hy . n % "ha N 1 wy L 4 8 ; oh 
4 £.atd 7 & =» "oO jy 7” # * — 4 — — * : 
— 1 i= 1 "FROM AI S Lars > + e ge of n* 2 
n = . 
—ͤ ᷣ ot oo be TH IT 1 


4 — 


3 er 
——— — 
* 8 
» 1 ho % 
4 I — = 


5 2. 


the Chriſtian Feltb f it wo 


People were converted to 
Labourers ſtill came into the Hare, (Mit. . 38) 


| who gave ſuch Aſſiſtauce in carrying en che Well 


C 
| | D 
that in a few Years, through God's Blefling upon Wi be 
their Endeavours,-the Church had extended heriel C 
far and wide throughout the then Rnown World, Wl i 
notwithſtanding the great Oppoſitian and bitter Perſe., Wl to 
* every where ſne met with, in ber Pro- N 
All Perfons who, according to our Saviour's Dl. Ne 
rection, were by Baptiſm admitted into the "Church, od 
if they were of Age, were required to make Pio. r 
' fiflion of the Chriſtian Faith; and if they were In. Wi :: 
fants, were in like Manner receiv'd, in eaſe” their an 
Parents, or thoſe who had the Care of them, were Wl ti 
Believers: As under the Old Law, Infants in the bo 
like Circumſtances were circumciſed,” and thereby L 
admitted into Covenant with God: (Gen. xvii. 12, 
75 7 f we have'recourſe' to all the Forms of Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, Which, in any Part of the Church, were 
ancienzly uſed, or required to be made, in order to 
Baptiſm; we ſhall find no other Matter or Ariel 
of meer Belief contained in them, or any of them, 
than what we now find in the Creed which is com- 
monly called the 4pof/cs Creed: Nor does even the 
Church of Rome, to this Day, require any othe 
Conſeſſion or Profeſſion of Faith to be made by 
any Perſon at the Time of his Raptiſm, as "appeals 
from their own Ritual, and the Office of Bapiiln 
therein contained, as I have already obſer 
Nor was it, in the Primitive Church, © denieo 
er ſo much as doubted of, but that il a Per 
ſon duely baptized, continued to the End of I 
Days in the ſincere Profeſſion of this ſame F wit 
n; in the conſtant Practice of a virtuous and pio 
Life, be ſhould moſt certainly be ſaved, © 50 


\ 


For the better confirming of all Believers, in the 
Chriſtian Faith, and farther inſtructing them in the 
Doctrine thereunto belonging, divers Holy Men, 
Chrittianity had begun to be preached, writ the 
ſeveral Books and Epiſtles, which are now all joined 
together in one Book, and commonly called by the 


The fame Book of the New Teſlament was very 
early and univerſally received and owned through- 
out the Chriſtian Church, as being in all Points a- 
greeable to that Faith and Doctrine which was 
uught and preached by Chriſt and his: Apoſtles:; 
and for this Reaſon, it was every where among 
them, valued as à moſt ineſtimable Tieaſure ; and 
both Copies and Tranſlations thereof. into almoſt all 
Languages, as alſo of the Oli Tefament, whoſe Au- 
thority it confirmed, were ſoon multiplied, and got- 
ten into the Hands of almoſt all Chriſtians, who 
vere able to procure and read them; and the like 
Copies and Trauflations have all along to this Day 
been every where throughout the Chriſtian World, 
banded down to Poſterity ; by which Means, thro* 
God's good Providence, it became impoſſible for any 
netable Error or Corruption to ereep into any Num- 
der of ſuch 'Franſlations or Copies, without being im- 
mediately diſcovered and exploded. 80 that at this 
Day, abating here and there ſome various:Readings, 
Which make very little Alteration' any where in the 
denſe, (and in Matters of "Conſequence" none at ally 
ve have thés Holy Scriptares both of the Old and 
New Jeſtament in the ſame Purity and Perfection as 


* s 
* © ii. * 7 


they had in the Primitive Church. | 


Over and above thoſe Things which anciently 
vere look d upon as neceſſary to be believed in or- 
Ger to Salvation, the Church. of Rome has, of late 
Tears, by Degrees introduced certain new DoArines, 

LEST roving 4 209% ego inane gue lhe 
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| Hiatt 

| Sacrifice of the Maſs, Tranſubſtantia tian, — 

wander one Kind, Purgatory, vith Prayers am Yaſy 
for the Dead, Worſhipping and Invoking the Saint in 
Heaven, Worſpipping their Reliques, Worſhipping iht 
Images of Chrift, the bleſſed Virgin, and ather Sai 
Indulgences; that the Church. of Rome is the Mather 
rand Miſtreſs of all Churches; ani the Pope of Rome, 
as Ficar. e Chrift, : and Succeffor o $t. Peter, thil 
Prince "of the Apo les, is to be. obey'd. Nor is lll 
this . enough, but they firther require, that af 
other Things that baam been delivered; defined and i 
cared by the ſacred Cannons and general Cumil 
particularly that of Trent, fbould be rectived and 
profeſſed without (ſo much as) - doubting f, anda 

Things contrary thereto rejedted and accurſed; And, 


; that after alls it be owned, that out f this tra 


Cathelick Faith no Man can be ſaued; as I have ji 
now noted. . 2 . F 462 3 cad ac FS; 
It is hard to ſuppoſe that any Man, who allows 
| himſelf the leaſt Uſe of his Underſtanding, and 4s al 
all acquainted with the Holy Scripture and Antiquity 
ſhould not be much ſhock'd to find ſo many Addition! 
here made to the ancient Chriſtian: Faith, ſo man) 
more Things required in order to Salvation, that 
what are demanded to be profeſſed! or promiſed i 
the Time of Bapti/m ; and all the Determination 
of the Cannons and General Couneils, particular 
that of Trent, not only to be receid d, but prof 
alſo, and this without entertaining any) ** | 


iS 


' afſe poteſt. Bull. Pit 4. | 


Hane veram Catholieam fidem, extra quam gems fa 
£ 4 & * 5 A 7 bf, 133 * 40 2+ # * 
I Indubitanter recipto atque; profiteor, Ibid, 


| St. Hau s Rel igion. WY 
them, although, at the ſame Time, no Recital is. 
[made of the Particulars; nor any Diſtinction between 
thoſe Cannons and Councils, which, at this Time, 
te receiv'd and owned; and thoſe that are not ſo, even 
within the Church of Nome herſelf: To give the 
beſt Colour, therefore, that they can to this whole 
Matter, in the firſt Place they offer at ſome Proof 
from Hoch Scripture, for divers of theſe their Doc- 
tines and Tenets: But this appears to be ſo weak 
and ill grounded, that no Man, who is not befote-" 
hard ſtrongly pre poſſeſſed in favour of their Conclu- 
fots, - would ever think of drawing them from 
ſuch Premiſſes as they inſiſt on in the Scripturs. Are 
pct figurative Expreſſions as frequent in thoſe Holy 
Writings, as they are in our moſt familiar and 
eft anderſtood Converſation? And is any thing 
nore common amongſt all Mankind, than, in their 
drdinary Diſcourſe, to ſpeak of the Sign by the 
Name of the Thing \fenified? When therefore we 
nd our bleſſed Saviour himſelf uſing ſuch Expreſ- 
ions as theſe, I am the Door of the Sheep, (Joh. x. 
] Ian the good Shepherdy (ve 11.) and I am the Nine, 
tare the Branches, (Joh. xv. v.) which Expreſſions, 
"ith hundreds more that occur throughout the OX 
nd New Teftament, al! Men allow, are not to be 
nderſtood in a ſtrict literal/Senſe : Would any un- 
dict Man conclude, in direct Oppoſition to 
ommon Reaſon, as well as his Senſes," that when 
ur Saviour, ſpeaking of the Sacrament of his Body 
id Blood, ſaid, This is my Boay, (Mat. xxvi. 26.) 
nd This zs my Blood of tbe New: Teflament, (v. 268.) a 
i Meaning was, that at all Times, whenever this 
ſloly Sacrament ſhould be duly conſecrated, as ſoon 
tie ſame Words ſhould be pronounced, the- Sub- 
nce of Bread and Wine ſhould no more remain, 
U only the bare Species or Appearance of them, 
ut tne whole Subſtance of the Bread and Wine 
| | | ſhould 


' 
i 


22 St. Pauls Religi on, 
hould immediately be converted or #ranſubſtaniiany i 
into the Subſtance of his o.•n Body and Blood, that 75 
under zach of theſe Appearancet, (viz of Bread and 
Wine) whole Chriſt, Body, Blood, Soul, and Dip 
nity, is really and ſubſtantially contained; ànd that 
therefore this moſt Holy Sacrament is to have the 
ſame Worſhip given to it, as is to be given to the 
true God: Would any znprejudiced Man (I ſay) ever 
think of drawing ſuch ' Meanings or Conſequences; 7 
as theſe from the above-mentioned Words of our 87 
. viour ? Beſides many more moſt abſurd Doctrines and 
Practices, of the Church of Nome, which, in fits 
ther Conſequence of the former, they under Pain 
of Damnation would impoſe upon us; all Which 
have no better Foundation in + Seripture, that 
tieſe two Expreſſione, Thes 'is my Body, and This in 
my Bld; which Words, if we interpret according 
to the common figurative Way of Speaking, which ce 
Chrift; himſelf at other Times uſed, and ever 'has ri 
been frequent, and perfectly well underſtood among 
all Men, (as far as We know any thing of their e. on 
veral Languages,) the whale Roman Doctrine of e 
Tranjubſtantiation, together with all that they have ö de 
built upon it, and what little more they would fain Noce 
draw from the Scripture for it, muſt all at once fall 
to the Ground. And the like may be ſaid of all 
the other Scripture Pre: which they pretend (01 
bring for the reſt of thoſe Points that are controver-.; | 
ed between us. For altho"* nothing perhaps bat ade 
they maintain, carries fo many monffreus 4bſuraitit 
in it, as their Doctrine of Tranſubfantiation ; Jet 
al! the Arguments which they bring from Scriptut 
in behalf of the reſt of theſe Fer ets of theirs, Which 
we reject, are equally; weak and inconeluſive ; 46 ! 
were moſt eaſy for me to ſhe w, if it were prope” 
upon this Occaſion, to enter into ſo large a Digre- Pole 
fon. - „ re: :! Serbs SES ns 


the Romanifs have Recourſe to the Authorityiof | their 
Church, and would have us believe, that Whatever 
Doctrine has been decreed by a General Council, and 
confirmed by the Por x, is to be received as an 
tile of Faith, and this under Pain of no leſs 
than eternal Damnation: But beſides many other 
Oueſtions Which we have to ask them concerning 
de Diyine Authority aud right Qualifications, both 
of Pope and Council, to which they have no ſatiſ. 
actor Return to make us ; we defire an Anſwer to 


i one, viz. Suppoſe the Pope, in conjunction with 
. Central Council, ſhould determine a Doctrine that - 
erer before had been received or owned bythe 


briſtian Church; would ſuch Doctrine immediste- 
y become an Article of Faith? To evade rather 


a anſwer which Queſtion, they frequently | ſug. 

, that the Determinations of their Church, in 
cn WWeceſary Matters, are grounded either upon the Hen 
ag ure, or Tradition, or both together: And by ® 

Nun, they mean all ſuch Things as were made 
n to the Apoſtles by Chriſt himſelf, or by 
Ae [oſpiration- of the Holy Ghoſt; and by them 

WI delivered down, as to eome to us, tho? not re- 

+ laced into. Writing, This Tradition they call the 
a 


muritten Word of God, and ſuppoſe it therefore. to 
b of Divine Authority: And | therefore if any of 
heir Docrinal Determinations cannot fally be pro- 
ed from Scripture, yet they think it is enough to 
ender them Articles of Faith, that in their Opinion 


"MW" ic <x:Qily conformable to 4pofolick Tradition > 
1" for ſuch Cannons and Decrees as relate to 
or V/ciplize alone, it ſuffices that they are agreeable to 

5 , i 5 „ ; 3 


oper on ſcripto Traditionibus, qua ex ipfius Chriſti ore ab 
pre dottolis acceptæ, aut ab ipſis Apoſtolis, Spiritu Santo dictante, 


ali per manus Traditz, ad nos uſq; perven ( id. 
nerunt. Cone. T 
% 4 Dccret, de Can, Serip. 2 2 55 


.. Paafe Rügen. 2s i 
| To ſupply this .manifet Want of SeriptuttsProofyi | 
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all hands, .allow'd. to be in themſeſvwes altrable 4e 


| ne Ruleaof riegel Hud Charity, aa daten ; 
be enacted which is any: way contrary to the Ia o 


| Gods the Rules of \Ecc/e efiaftical Diſcipline be ing, oi 


cording to che different. Seals and N reg 
dhe Church 13 

For the clexziniyd val OY 3 Natter ur bu 
| the beſt Way will be: ta diſtinguiſh between Divid 
Apeftclick Traditions, (whether real or Ar ad 
meer. Ecclefraftical Inflitutions. 

If a Chriſtian Church: (whether ibn par 
ticular) has, by its own Authority, ſettled "and 
eſtabliſhed any Rules of. Diſcipline, or Ceremouim 
to be obſerved in the outward" Performance of God! 
Worſhip: ; ſuch Things as theſe, ſa ſettled, aue to be 
looked upon. only as meer Ecclefaſtical Iain! 
and though they may at any Time, for gopd Net. 
ſons, be altered by the ſame Authority that ela 
bliſhed them, yet as long as the Eſtabliſment c. 
tinues, it is the Duty of every Cbriſtian rather i 
ſubmit:to them than diſturb the Peace of the Churchj 
provided they contain nothing that is-contrary (0 
the Lawof God, or the great Deſign of Chiiſtus 
ty, which is true Piety and Holineſs, - 


But if any Doctrine to be believed ins order k by 
Salvation, or any Rule either of 'Worſhip or. D 7. 
cipline, is offered to be impoſed upon us, not be for 
cauſe it may be proved from Holy Scripture, bu the 
under a-Pretence that the Apoſtles received Tin 
fame either from Chriſt himſelf, or by Taſpitazz that 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and handed it down to U to b 

without ever committing it to Writing, Which ü beſi 
Romiſh Notion of an Apoftolick Tradition ; our A e, 
ſwer is to the ſame Purpoſe with that of St. Pu thei 
After the Way which they call Hereſy, jo auoh Age 
tze true God, believing and embracing all that am Cate 


1 owed "ag the * en * of ts 0 


wy Fs 1743 %} 3 * ws £ FE. 2 , * | 
iow Ls. © But as fir Wide pretended Nat 
im we think we have as: good: caſon to xcject 
Just viz. Firſt, becauſe none of them ean be pro- 


cauſe moſt (if not all) of them are directly contrary 
to the Law of Gad, and to / the very Deſigu of that 
Religion which he has revealed, and made kxown 
| Unto us by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. io dz 16 

Zut do not the Remifs Divines offer Proof from 
the Holy Scripture, far” theſe their controverted Te- 


a 1 5 - Divins'. Autharity:: And ſecondly, Tt be- | 


* 

18 acts? 1 anſwer, for ſome of them they pretend ſo to 

5 do; but as for others, altho' they would gladly give 9 

8 ſome Co/our to them from Scripture, yet they do not 

pretend that from thence they are able to prove 

FS them. There is not any one of theſe their Tenets 
br which they think they have more evident Proof 


from Scripture, than their great Doctrine of Tranſub- 


tines and Parts of Worſhip entirely depend ; and 
yet it is notorious, that many of their greateſt Doc- 


gument, (as you find them quoted by Archbiſhop-T;/- 
hiſe in his unanſwerable Diſcourſe: againſt Tranſub- 
fantiation) for which Reaſon they are forced both 


they call Apoftolick Tradition; altho at the ſame 


that, in the Apoſtles Days, any thing was aceounted 


belides what we now find to be repreſented in Ho/ 
deripture; or that there is any Footſtep of theſe 
their pretended Traditions in the Writers of thoſe 
Ages that were next to the Apoſtles, except in ſome 
Cates, a few remote and accidental Expreſſions, which 

| | FP 
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fantiation, upon which ſo many other of their Doc- 


tors do freely acknowledge that this Doctrine cannot 
be concluded from the Force of any Scrapture- Ar- 


for this and all other their Novelties, to fly to what 


Time, they are able to give us no Evidence, either 


to be a Part of Religion, or neceſſary to Salvation, 


they 


- 


N — 8 * - „ * * 8 9 * en F I 15 * on” ed no wy "RE TY 2%» 28 SY s 
hs Ie N C n 85 71 8 * R Fwy . OF Gy i ; - . FI 8 0 8 a 2 * . 
« a 0 5 '3 I 1 
. . * 8 * 5 i 
* : "$6 19. » 8 8 3 . W 
; f N g * 1 ; 7 
8 Fn : „. 
5 3 Fi y * * . 2 9 
— JY 
[ 


- 


FI PE TECTED ** 6 
e * 3 ä . 8 A 
* o a) 


wi wag 4 BA W v 1 | 
they now endeavour to wreſt and diſtort from. der 
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true and original Meaning & 


Py 


of Tradition? Janſwe, nu. auth ae 


Firſt, That the Queſtion is net awhati GodMAY 
do, if he fo pleaſes; nor do we: offer, ton make any 
Objections againſt his Power. or Aut hurigg. If he at 
any Time is pleaſed to make his Will known wWith⸗ 
oat having it committed to Writing, no doubt but 
every Man who comes to the Knowledge of it, whe- 

ther it be by Reaſon or Tradition, or by any other ur: 
Way is bound to give Obedience to it: But before Wi |; 
we receive any thing as the Will of God, we mult have WY 
good and warrantable Ground for our ſo doing; por 
muſt we, in ſuch a Caſe as this, depend upon any Eri- 7! 
dence that is not both ſtrong and clear, except we ate  \ 
willing to be deceived by thoſe who are ignorant and g 
_ credulous, or cheated by others who are. crafty and BY 7o/ 
_defigning. 20625, e ene” Bl 
9 e en e TE) 
Nor, ſecondly, are we now enquiring what is to //; 
be done by thoſe who have not or had not the avritiing fa: 
Word of God to guide them. He who has not the the 
brighe San ſhine to direct his Steps, mult walk a truc 
well as he can by any other Light that he has. WY and 
bow ſm1!l or obſcure ſoever it may be, Before the rece 


eil of God was committed to Writing by * 
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and aſter that, as long as it was confined fo the Peop 
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of 7ſraed alone, they who wanted the Benefit of it, 


were certainly obliged: to mäke the beſt aſe they _ 


could of their Rea/or, and whatever Tradition they 
could with Certainty depend upon, to find out the 
Mill of God: And for thoſe: few Years that the G 

pe] was preached, before the Books of the New 2% 


ſlament were publiſhed, there was no other Way r 


Men to come to the Knowledge of it, but partly | by 
the Sctiptures of the Old Teſament, and more fully 
by the Preaching of the Apoſtles, and other Apo- 
folick Perſons, Whoys (beſides the great Purity and 

Holineſs of their Doctrine) confirmed what they: 
woght, boch. by Tegimonies taken from (hr Lat 
an the Prophets,” a nd by the Evidence of Miracles, 
which were frequentiy "wrought by them: But our 
Caſe is altogether different from theirs; for we have 

the Holy Scriptures both of the Ola and New: Tea 
nent, by God's good Providence, put into our 
Hands, and therefore have no need to, rum after Tra- 
7itions, except much elearer and better Proof could 
be brought for them; than Wwhatz at any Time, has 


been, or is offer'd by the Church of [Remes1ii. 


* 33h AN „FCC r 
Thirdly, therefore, as the Cauncil e ent, in the 
Place but now qucted, gives us the Church of Rome's - 
Notion of wmwyitten: Tradition ; We deſire them to 
gie an Inſtances if they can of aby one Thing 
wbt the Apoſtln te cetoed\ ci ober from Chrift's tan 
Mouth, or by Dictate from the Holy * Ghoſts, and deli. 
wred dotum all along to ug ⁊uithaut committing it e 
Mriting: Let them (J ſay) give an authentick Zr»: 
flance of any one ſuch thing as this, and then prove <=» 

the fame to be neceſſary io iSalvationy (Which is the 
nue State of the Queſtion hetween us about Tradifton). '. 


* 


ind well may*theyiocalius Fleraticis if we refuſe o 
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receive it. But until they can do this {which it is 
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Plain A 8 we de ſtick 4 to the I 
Hoy Scriptures, and to leave their dark unwritten. 
(and altogether unproved) Traditions, to oy who | 
defire to be fond of tbhm. 12 
ZBut what then is the Meaning of theſe Expreſiion, Þ 
which we meet with in the | New Tefanment; Stand, 
Faß, and bold the TRADITIONS which ye ba 
been taught, whether y W ox d er our Epiſtle, 
(2 Theſ. ii. 1 
Mord which 9 haft heard of ne. f good | 
thing nobich wat COTE unto thee, keep, 2 Tim. i 00 
13, 1. Do not theſe, and ſome other Paſſages not 


) - And held faſt» the Form ef found 


unlike them, moſt plainly reſer to unwritten Trad: 


ion ? I know — of the Nomiſb Divines lay no 
ſmall Streſs upon theſe two Texts in particular: 
But the Anſwer to them, and to all others that ſeem 


to be any way like them, will be moſt eaſy, af we 
confiderthat Tradition fignifies neither more nor le, 


but only the Defivery a: a Thing from ene to dn. 
other. Now St. Par had de/ivere# the Doctrine 
the Goſpel to many People, whom he had{ccnverted-. 

d inſtructed In it, party by b 


to the Faith, a 
Preaching, and artly by the Epifties which he wrote 
to them: He had Aver the ſame Doctrine to 77+ 


mothy, in | found Word:, and committed the farther Pro- 


Pagation and Diſpenſation of it unto his Care: 
The Things wobichs thou haf beard of me um, many 
her; age the fame-commit thou to faithful: Men, who 
ſhall 

And whatſoever war thus delivered-'or committed 0 
them by the "Authority of an Apoſtle, they were un- 
doubtedly obliged 
beſt of their:P to deliver down to following 


Ages“ All this is denied by no Chriſtian that [i 


8 Let then the Church. of Rome: give u 


as good Evidenee that all cheir pretended! anduritter 


* were delivered down to us by the Apaſllis 
| | themſelve) 


alk u nacb others aiſo;fays'he, (2 Timeil. 2) 


ed to hold Fan und Aeep, and: tu the 
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themſelves, as Timothy and: che They 


ther to be added te it, we thin gurſelves bound to 


j ( Cot eg 
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| Rolls ; ff 
ain hind, tha“ 
them by St. Paul; and we will receive their Tradi- 
tions in' the ſume Manner las it ſhall” appear thät the 
Apoſtles delivered them. But to make x Noiſe about , 
olical unwriltth Traditions, without giving any 
certain or /eyen"probable Evidence that they or any. 
one of them came from the Apeft lis is only fit to amuſe 
weak People, Who hid rather take their Religion 
upon T'roſty chan be at a little Pain to enquire into 
the Ground and Foundation of it. 
From the Multitude of Copies and Tranſlations of 
the Oli and New" Jeſtameut that” for fo many Ages 
have been diſperſed both far and wile throughout the 
World; and from that Agreement which we find, 
amongſt them all, in thoufands and © thouſands © 
Paſſages, about the Senſe of Which there is no Con- 
troverſy : We areabundantly aſſured, that that Reli - 
gion which we ProteftantFprofeſs; and whereby we 
hope to be- ſaved; Was' dehwire# tos Mankind by Git 
himſelf: And therefore,' untl our 'Adverfaries can 
bring ſufficient Proof thaz*He requires ſomething far-- 


_ * bes 
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reſt where we atefß and chat it is" ſofficient for us to- 
ſy for ourſelves; After che Way which they call He. 
reſy, ſo worſhip''we God, and him alone, believipg- 
all Things that are written both in the Old and Neu 
T:fament;.which both they and we acknowledge to- 
be of Disine Infpim ton. 
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Fourthlyp There being} at that Iime, I hed ns 
Jews, a certain Sect called Sadduces, who faid that 
there abat 10 Reſurreaion, neither Angel yur Spirit, 

(Acts xxiii. 8.) Therefore St. Paul upon this Occaſion 
thought it proper expreſiy to add, that he had"Hops 
towards God that there: oui be | a Neſurregimm of the- 

Drad, both f \the*Fuft and Dijuſt: But there being 
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ferent N. 
explain the Manner of 11 . ſhall OR ee 
ſent to enlarge; upon it.. 

5 if Tocopd therefary t to the fifth and; laſt 


| ſervable in the Aceount, which St. Paul. gives of. 4's 


Religion: Herein (ſays he) de I exeres/e: mal, „. 


bade al,. a Conſcience void. of Offence, baba. Gut 


7 towards. Men. N Wen N we TOY ob 
8 : | IL wif 


3} 


| 4. T% Y 16; 2 
Furt, His TO BOT RG whit. was bo bv. ako: 10 


Conſcience void of 'Q N . 
r y, His Exerciſe, in order rokeep up with 
Fra W ORE 13 9880 


"Firſt then of, bis Peine, 8 N 5 
Wa we 1 to e wild; aid 60 


ede #5 any {Lon . of, Holy-.Scripture-zi one of 
ays © pp at it, will be to; have Re- 
the-be to: ſome other Paſſages thereof which mani 
feſtly tend to the ſame. Purpoſe 3: and by comparisg 
them. together, we ſhall commonly find: that 8 


may ſeem & little dark or obſcure in the one, will 
ſoon receibe Light and Clearneſs 8 ſowe of the 


6thers; , Thus if we would thoroughly know: what 


St. Paul means by a Conſtiencs void 1. 
ward God and toward Men: 1 Words of the 


like Import, in another Place, will beſt explain his 


Senſe, 2 Cor. viiir-21.. Providing! er. bn \Thitlys, 


Men. He then who thus vovider tor 4 Wings, is 
the Man that has a Canſec cie of *Qffence , sc. 
cording. to St. Paul, And: to . ſame Purpoſs 
de ſpeaks, Phil. iv. 8. Finally, Brethren, abbaiferon 
| * are . nn Things" are IE 
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"of Faith isſel fy, loan . f 
5 6 ry a may have advanced; in order d 


not only. in the Sight of tb Lari, but 22 b ir the Sight of 
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rue Things ure juſty rohatfoever 7 


| ſaver Things are. lovely, <whatſoqvue 


7 Thi are 
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Y Our Rejoicingtir thisgghe Teftinnny of our Conſcience, that. 
in Simplicity and godly: Sincerity,., not with , feſoly Wife 


tim, but by the Grace e, | God, 9we have, bad dur Con. 


ii. 12.) Having your Converſation honefi. among. the. 
Gentiles, that- whereas they > ſpeak againſt you as Ei 
Doers, they may by your good: Works, æubich they h 
1 799 in ibe Day e Fifctation, From 
theſe ſe Places of Scripture (not to mention any: 
more) being compared together, every; honeſt Chriſ- 
18 tian, without having Recourſe either to Criticiſms or 


3 c 
„ 


Philoſophical Definitions, may ſufficiently know what 


it is to have @ Conſtience woid 'of Offence towards God; 
and towards Man, which was St. Paul's Practice ; and 
that we may the better know how to imitate. him 
herein, it will be of good Uſe! to make theſe two 


Enquirie: : 


have a Conſcienec void f Offence ? ; 


Secondly, Suppoſing 2 Man once to have fuch a2 


at. Ml Conſcience. how far is it poſſible 
leep it ſo? 1 


— 1 
r him a/ways to 
„„ T. ne. TY 
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his In anſwer to the firſt of theſe, Queſtions, I lay 
quire much Proof: er) 


Report : IF therg ba any Virtue, if there be any, Pravje,. 
think on thiſe Things.” And again, (2 Cor. i. 129). 


ver ſation in ib World. As alſo St. Peter, (1 Epiſt. | 


lt 
of 
e· 
on Pirſt, How far is it poſſible. for any Man thus to 
er 
il 
be 


, down two Propoſitions, neither of which will re- 
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are purt, what! 


Firſt, That no Man that is, or ever was, (Iss ur: 
Cus 1s the. Son of God: ezeepted) either can o 
erer could juſtly pretend to have a Conſcience who - 
and altogether free from the Guilt of Sin. For, 

| | | 24 i befides 
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beſides the original Corruption, in which, by the / 
| Fall of our firſt Parents, we are all of us conceiv': 
and born; there never was any Man, who once came 
"to the Uſe of his Reafon and Underſtanding, ſo 3 
td be able to diſtinguiſh between ' Good? and Evil, 
but muſt, upon à little Recollection, be conſcious to 
himſelf that in very many Inſtances he has tran. 
- preſſed the Taws of God, * ſometimes by indulging 
himſelf in unlawful Defires, and ſometimes by break 
ing out into ſinful Words and Actions, contrary to: 
that Duty which we owe to God, to our Neighbour, 
and to our Selves; and this is not only: through 
Frailty or Infirmity, hut too often out of groſs Nep-- 
ligence, and ſometimes through manifeſt Obſtißsey 
and Wilfulneſs: For the Truth of which L need on 
appeal to the Experience of every Man who WII 
but be impartial in the Examination of himſelf, In 
this Senſe, therefore, no Man can traly fay that be 
has a Conſtienre void of Offence, or that he is per- 
fectly innocent of all Sin. On the contrary, 
ewe ſay that we bade no Sin, abe deceive our” fob, My: 
and the Truth is not in us, (1 John i. 9) Both Fow Mc: 
aud Gentiles are all under Sin. (Rom: iii, 9 Thee WM 
75 none abſolutely righteous, no not one, (v. 10% Forall WM s 
have finned, and come ſhort of the Glory of Guat | 
n . par 


But, Secondly, when by ſincere Repentatice, an{v 
thorough Reformation of his Life, a Man has made 
his Peace with God, and when thus, by 7 Bhf 
Chri/t, his Conſcience is purged from dead Works i 
ſerve the living Ged, (Heb. ix. 14.) he becomes fo 
avaſhped from his Sins in that Bloed, (Rev. i. 5) and 
ſo cleanſed ſrom all Sin by it, (1 Job. i. % that he 
is- preſented unto God as pere in Chrift Taft 
„(Col. i. 28.) As a pure and found” Member of bs 
glorious Church, as not having Spot or Wrinkle, — 


; 


„ „, Hans O14: lt. e ß ts I 2-45 
/uch thing, but as being Holy and without Blemiſh, © 
(Eph. v.27) © W 1 N 5 f a „ 15 

In this Senſe then, every ſincere end penitent 
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Chriſtian has a Conſcience word of Offence, or, as St,. 


Paul ellewbere calls it, a pure Heart and a g 
Conſcience, (1 Tim, i. 50. 
ceived and owned by the 


* 


as Chriſt, as if he were altogether free from all Sin: 


N 


nber bir Sins, (Ia, xiii, 25. J, Bis Sins, in them- 
ſelves, be as Scarlet, they, ſhall, through Chriſt, be as 


„ 2 5 


ſcribes the State ag Condition of the Corinthians af- 
ter their Converſion to Ge gh Chriſt | 
ml WW merly indeed they had been uncapable of inberiting the 


In Kingdom of God: But (ſays be) ye are waſhed, but ye . 


be ar /anflified, but ye are. juſtify'd in the Name of the 


. l Jeſus, and bythe. Spirit of our God, 1 Cor, vi. 11. 


Te des 1 bave done with the firſt Enquiry, which: | 
n. vis, how far it is polible for any Map to Beda Cn. 


n cience void of Offence. T proceed to the 


given you ag Account, of it; how far is 
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#9) üble for him 17 


always to keep it ſo: To have AL.. 


* 75 * 12 = 


8 


* '4 


fully clear up this Matter. * 
dirmity, _ 


Alvantage of the Weaknels and Frailty of our Na- 
| 5 | | ture, 


4 4 . e 
Mercy of God through Je- - 


God blotteth out bis Tranſgreſſions, and will net re- 
| : IS £3 E 3 PF 5. 3a. 2 nn 
white as Snowy tho” they- be red hike Crimſon, they . 
ball be as Moal, (Ila. i. 18.) And thus St. Paul de- 
on to God through Chriſt ; For- 


alf ont Bakr: o HEY ao nic to oy 
all Second, | which Was, Suppoſing a Man once t 
106; leve ſuch a Conſcience, in the Manner I have no 


eee woid of, Qffnce toward Cody and 
yard Man, as the Text ,cxpreſles it. And here 
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there are three ' Propoſitions, which, I think, will 
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Firſt, It is morally impoſſible for any Man to keep 
bimſelf wholly and altogether free from Sins of 


By Sins of Infrmity, I medn, ſoch Sins as, taking”. 
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on ſome of our Paſſions or eorr 


ture, ſurpriſe us on a ſudden, and laying quick hold 

| apt  Inclinations, 
ſcaxce give us Time to think of what we are about 
to do, but hurry us away. into ſome Speeches, or Ac- 
tions that are not agreeable to God's Law, even be. 


fore we deliberate or well conſider of the Lawfulne(s 


or Unlawfulneſs of them. Such Sins as theſe, pro. 
ceeding rather from our natural Weakneſs, than from 
called Sins of Infirmiix. „ 
We ought not indeed to ſay that it is 9 
poſſible for any Man always to continue free even from 


ſuch Sins as theſe: For this would be ſetting 
Bounds and Limits to the Power of God,. Who 
certainly might, if he fo, thought fit, give Grace 


and ſpiritual Strength even to a weak Man, ſufficient, 


if rightly made uſe of, upon all Occaſions whatever, 


to prevent his being ſurpriſed into a Sin, .and ta 


enable him to get the better of his preazef? Thfirmi. 
ties, This, I ſay, is moſt certainly in God's Power 
todo, if he ſhould ſo pleaſe, as well as it Was it 
firſt to make Man upright, (Eceleſ. vii. 29.) and to give 


to him Ability ſo to have continued, if by the Free- 
dom of his own Will, he had not made. Sin his de- 


liberate Choice, But fince God has not thought fit 


Portion of Graceto any Man, bis own Son exce te, 
unto whom the Spirit was at given by Meaſure, (Job... 


ii. 34) for in him dwelleth all the Fulneſi of. the 


Godhead bodily, (Col. ii. 9.) and of his Falntfs bebt 
ave all received, and Grace for Grace: On the co. 
trary, fince God has thought fit that this Life ſhould 


be to us a Time of Trial, that in it we ſhould net 


only endure Temptation, (Jam. i. 12.) but affe fall. 
into divers Temptations, (V. 2.) and ſinee by Expt- 


rience we find (to the great, Mortifieatien of , our 


Pride) that the Combat bet ween us, and the Temp. 


any wilful or deliberate Preſumption, are uſually | 
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to bave Ane , e Offence, no Man 
muſt pretend that he is Wholly free from Sins of I- 


"WH /rniv:. Hs cas /ay, 1 have made my Heart clean, 1 

a4 pure from my:Sin? ſays the wile Man, (Prov. 

. XI. 9. want e 6s 2 Wer <a 

{ Baut here we muſt note, that altho', while we are 

5 cloathed with frail Fleſh and Blood, we cannot ex- 

4 pect ſo wholly to overcome and ſubdue all our Infir. 

: mities, as never to be led a little aſtray by them; 

yet it is always our Duty to be, as much as is poſ- 

7 ſible, upon our Guard againſt them, to watch ana pray 

7 5 that aue enter not into Temptation, (Mat, xxvi, 4.) and 

Fi rive to enter in at the firaight Gate, (Luke xiii. 24.) 

8 For if through our own Neglect, and for want of 

* reaſonable Care, any of our Infirmities get a com- : x 

nn pleat Victory over us, and lead us captive, almoſt at 1 

weir Pleaſure, by reaſon of the faint Refiſtance which 12 
we make to them; the Sins, which by this Means i 

7 we fall into, will no longer be look'd upon as Sins . 

1 of Infirmity; but are julily to be imputed to us as 1 

Th wiltul, deliberate, or habitual Sins ; concerning 

, which I am to ſpeak in my two other Propoſitions, N 


Secondly, 


| next Proj -ofition is that 
E 1 15 t the right Ul} 
"of it ; poſible"for à truly penſten Chi. 
ian, "who is an poſt in "watching, over "himſelf, al. 
' "way 7 keep hit 15 Tree from v0 Aud A beat; 
1 Sita} Thatis tc Tay, fo” alt ſabhr Sins" die He lu 
* | Trinje'beforNand to flifnlc of, and prepare Birne 
aloft” "Sins of Tnfltmity Turprife"us amd uus, 
ings, 25 1 have already” "obſerved. * But Where ve 
have Time" to confider of an Action, und the Lap. 
1 Fulneſs or Unläwfalaeſs thereof; before: 
on it ; in ſuch a Caſe, if che Action 
" to be finfil, aud Jet we'do ir, we ti 
Dur Frailey 'or Infirnity . will be aft Ed r + for 
9 "fac a Sin as this is 20% % and Arat, and the 
> Fault of it wholly charges 00 not upon Infirmit), but 
© Obſtinacy or grofs Neglt bf hin who cofimits' it 
becauſe it was manifeſtly in his Power c6 have , 
... voided it, if he had pon himfelf with ſach a fm 
"Reſolution _ 1painſt i it, as the Nature of the Cale ſup: . 


"3 


we' enter up- 


EX BC. ˙r. aud AAS. ces a... ie ee. ie oe 


pol that he had both Time and Ability to ri p. 
"Br "God is " faithful, 4050 *vill tot fuffer Jou"'to b #3 
e above that ye are able, bat will with" uf p: 
e alſo make a Way to Heese, that ye may be w. 
able te bear it, ſays St. Pol. {1 Cor. x. 13 ** G 
Tadeed we may hete appeal to the Conſcience di .. 
A Man who will but be impartiil, and is n eo 
given over to a reprobate Mind ; let him but look en 
back and conſider, when at any ume he lays unde pe 
the firongeſt Temptation to any Sin, What Street kn 
And Power he at that ſame time had to have'reli pr. 
it, in caſe he had bur heartily 'reſolved ſo to do: 1 . 
ſuch a particular Time, good Company (as they all p. 
called) tempted him to the Sin of Drunkenneſs; ane 
Reſentment to the Sin of Revenge; or the Lucre ke. 
2 N Bargain to lye ot cheat; or fome oba, 


Tem ptatia 


ry +8 9 15 nn 


Tang tation. bore very fron 70 up 
be bag ime, ig ik nd conſider what he was x: 
bout to do, and Was Toe of * Unlawfulne(s of 
of the Action t p whic| he was ſo tempted, and yet 
| would not 2 55 to.do it: In all ſuch, Caſes as theſe, 
[ ſay, we may. appeal to his own Conſcience, whether 
at that very dime he did not. find in imſelf ſuffeient 
Power, if he Fe 1905 Hat A, made ul e of it, ta avoid 
that very | hehe Was thus de fiberate 
drawn: Might k not, 1 16, had 0 reſolved, have 
woided or quitte d_the 4 haye, laid afide bis 
Reſentment, have. prefer ood Conſcience to 
unlawful Gain, and, Sit FL, 8 Feste or fled Fi 
whatever 7 nt may ſuppoſe the "Temptation to 
have been? ? um, but exioully « 00 der the Mat- 
ter, and his own. Confcience will b itaeſs againſt 
him, that he n Fer. Fell; into. any deliberate e Sin, but 
what he might even eafily have ayoided, in caſe he 
would hut bave made uſe cf that Portion of the 
Grace of. God, Vith which the preſent, Caſe Tuppoſes - 
him to be A Even the greateſt Reprobate or 
Profligate, may find by pee Ne for Wor/dly Con- 
| fderations, he gan at. . forego. the greateſt 
Pleaſures, and reſiſt 4 TP emptati 3 and 
why may we not kk os the Ear of ay 4 $0 
God, and of being everlaſtingly puniſhed, 1 . 
with the Hope of eternal Happineſs in the Life to 
eome, may have as ſtrong Influence upon a Chriſtian 
engowed with the Grace of God, ay any worldly 
Fear or Hope, how great ſoever, are commonly 
known to have upon thoſe who act upon no othe; 
Principle but that of corrupt Nature? If then we 
will but judge impartially, we muſt allow that every 
Pcritent Chriſtian may, through the Grace of God, 
and his own. Watchfulneſs and Diligence, for ever 
keep himſelf free. from aA and deliberate Sins 3 
Which was my ſecond 5 | 3 
| My 
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1 ſurpriſe even a good Man, and ſo be reelconed upon 


» pn 


therefore is always to be charged as à grols and 


ever keep himſelf fre from cou! nts ad if 
then, conſequently, from Habitual or .cuſlomary ones, 


wt, 


And here 1 may again appeal to every Mat 
own Conſcience; Haſt thou watched diligently over | 
thy. ſelf? Haſt thou firmly purpoſed and reſolved to 
break off that Habit of Sin which thou haſt contraR- 
ed? Haſt thou frequently renewed theſe thy good 
Purpoſes and Reſolutions ? And haſt thou often beg- 
ged of God to aſſiſt thee by his Grace in the keeping 
of them? If thou continueſt to do all this, not inn 
hypocritical and ſuperficial Manner; but honellly, 
heartily and ſincerely ;- Thou haſt the ſame Promiſe of 
God, which I but now mentioned, that he will not be 
wanting to thee: For God zs faithful, who will not Jufftr 
you to be tempted above that ye art able, but will with 
the Temptation alſo make a wvay to eſcape that ye may vt 
able to bear it, (1 Cor. x. 13.) Nor is it to be 1magiaed 
that he ſhould ſo often, in Holy Scripture, * 
* . |; 7 a 
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and exhort us to break off from all our evil Conrſes, 


if he did not- afford us the Power of keeping our- 


ſelres free at Teall-ftram” common Cuſtoms and Ha- 


bits of ſmning; Bat if thou hadſt made no ſuch' Re- 
ſolutions or Purpoſes at all, or made them ſo cooly 
and negligently as if thou hadſt no mind to keep 


them; thou mult not then complain öf want of 


Power ; for it is only the want of thine own hearty 
and diligent Endeavours, which occaſions thy Con- 
tinuarce under any ſuch Habits or Cuſtoms. Gf 
And thus have” I done with the ſecond "Enquiry; 
tha Subſtance of my Auſwer to which, is this in ſhort; 


Altho' during our whole Life, we 'muſt conſtanti7 
ſtrive even” Againſt Sts of Infirmity; yet in this 


World, wh'ch-is a Pcs of continual Tryal, it is not 
to be expected that we ſhould get a compleat and ab- 
folure Victory over them: But as for wi//al and de. 
bberate Sins, às alſo fuch as are cuſtomary or habitual, 


it is very poſſible for every Penitent Chriſtian, by 


the Grace of God and his own hearty *Endeavours, to 


keep himſelf at all times free from them. And let 
thus much ſuffice to baveween ſpoken concerning St. 


Paula Pradice, which was always to have a Conſci- 


ence woid of Offence ; and how fir it is poſſible for us 
to imitate hy ene, 
If any one ſhall yet be farther defirous to know 
the qiſtinct meaning of thoſe two Expreſſions in che 
Text, towards and towards Men, he may take it 
tive briefly ; When a Man leads bis Life according to 
the Rules which I have bur now id down; when 


ke watches and ſtrives againſt Sins of Infirmity, and 


keeps himſelf free from ſuch” as are wwilful or delibe- 
rate, habitual or cuſtomary; and if at any Time he 
falls into a Sin either of the one fort or the other, 
in a true penitent Manner, flies to God for Parden, 
ind renews both his Reſoluticns and Diligence to 
keep himſelf clear "as far as is poſſible, from all Sin 
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' whatſoeyer; ſoch a Man as this (and ſuch a Man only) 


my 


may be faid to have a Conſcience woid of Offence li. 
ward God, who knows the very Secrets of hi; | 


Heart: And if the Man is alſo, careful ſo 80 guide 
; and conduct all his Actjons, as to give no zal Guus 


to the World to ſuſpe&t him for an Hy pberite; but 


lets his Light fo ſpine before Men, that they may fee his 
gend Works, and glorify not himſelf, but bis Fathy 
which is in Heaven, (Mat. v. 16.) Then he may 
be alſo ſaid to have a, Conſcience weid. of Offence ty. 
ward Man: But however fairly) a Man outwardly 
appears to carry himſelf toward the. World, yet if 
bis Heart be not ſincere and upright before God, 

he is a Deceiver and an Hy pocrite, and cannot truly 
be ſaid to have a Conſcience void of Offence towards 
the one or the other. | e 


I come now to the other Thibg propoſed to be 
conſidered, under this fiſth and laſt Head, which was 
St. Paul's Exerciſe, in order to keep up. to this bis 
Packer Herein a ] EXERCISE f (ays 
to have always a Conſcience waid of Offence, &c. 


What the Particulars were wherein St. Paul erer. 
ciſed himſelf, in order to the keeping of his Conſc- 
ence void of Offence, he has not indeed here told us; 
but they are moſt plainly to be gather'd both from 
the Reaſon of the Thing, and from many Paſſoges 
of the Holy Scriptures. FF 


And if we reſolve to keep our Conſcienees 4 
pure and clear as St. Paul did his, it is moſt evident 
that there are three Things wherein we mull eon. 
ſtantly and carefully Z xerci/e , ourſelves, as it 1500 
to be doubted but that he did himſelf... 1% J 


- Firſt, We muſt very frequently examine ouſelve a 
F enn 1 
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and ſeriouſly enquire what Sins we have been guilty of, 
of which we have not thoroughly repented ; and 
what evil Inclinations we have within. us, Which as 
yet we have, not ſufficiently mortified. He that would 


keep his Body in Health, ought well to enquire not 
only into the Diſeaſes with which he is actually troy- 


bled, but alſo into thoſe to which he is inclined \x 
diſpoſed ; becauſe otherwiſe it will not be poſſib 

for him, by proper Remedies, to prevent the one or 
cure the other. Now Sin is the Diſeaſe of the Soul 
or Conſcience, from which if a Man heattily deſires 
to keep himſelf free, he muſt proceed in the ſame 
Method, and diligently ſet himſelf to learn, not only 
how far he is already infected with it, but alſo what 
farther or other Infection he is manifeſtly in danger 
of, altho* perhaps he may not as yet be ſeized by it. 
I thought on my Ways, and turned my Feet une thy 
T:Oimonies, fays the Holy Pialmiſt, P/a/. cxix. 59. 
Let us ſearch and try our Ways, and turn again to the 
Lord, lays the Prophet, Lam. iii. 40. Let a Man ex- 
amine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that Bread and 
drink of that Cup, ſays St. Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 28. 


| And again, examine yourſelves whether ye be in the 


Faith, prove your own ſelves, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. From 
which and many more Paſſages of Holy Scripture 
that may be brought, it manifeſtly appears that 
S:]1f-Examination is a moſt neceſſary Duty to be per- 
formed by eyery,one who would maintain and keep 
a good and pfl eee i ESE IO 


Whoſoever thou art then that haſt ſeriouſly re- 
ſolved to keep thy Conſcience void-of Offence, let 
this be the firſt Part of thy Exerciſe in order there- 
unto; let not a Day paſs over thy Head without 
calling tayſelf to ſome Account; and be ſure to ſet 
apart ſome time at leaſt every Lord's Day, for the 
more ſolemn Performance of this Work of Self-EX- 
W ; amination. 
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amination. Conſider the ſeveral. Brapches of God 
Law, e 145 be ſerine in the Perfor- 
"mance of. the ſeveral Duties which thou oweſt to 
God, to thyſelf and to all Mankind: Bring all thy 
_ paſt Actions, Words, and moſt ſecret Defixes, as far 
"as thou canſt well recolle&, them, to be tryed by 
this Rule; and enquire, without Fayour or Partiality 
to thyſelf, in what Particulars thou haſt departed 
from it, and haſt not yet truly repented and humbled 
, thyſelf before God for the ſame ; look carefully into 
the moſt hidden Receſſes and Motions of thy Soul, 
and find out the moſt ſecret Inclinations to Wicked- 
neſs that there lye lurking, and read upon every 
Opportunity to break our into Words or Actions; 
and never Bod off repeating this ſort of Examinz: 
tion and Enquiry, until thou becomeſt thoroughly | 
_ acquainted with thyſelf and with thine own ways, 
and haſt clearly diſcovered all the Diſeaſes and Indi 
| Poſitions of thy Soul. In which Work as we all 
Proceed, we muſt take care, 1 £7 


Ly 


-.. Secondly, To apply the proper Remedy toward the 
preventing or freeing ourſelves from every Sin, as 
9555 as we diſcover the Guilt of it, or an Inclina- 
tion to it within us. For as it often falls out inthe 
Body, that a Diſeaſe which might eaſiiy. have been 
cured when it was firſt diſcovered, grows ſtronger 
and ſtronger by being negleRed, until in time it be- 
comes perhaps incurable ; ſo is it very, frequent, 
in the Diſeaſes and Dillempers of the Soul or Con- 
ſcience; When firſt a Man takes Notice that be 1 
guilty of this or that Sin, that he has. contraied any 
Habit, or bas a ſtrong Inclination to any ſort of 
Wickedneſs; if immediately, and without delay, be 
betakes himſelf to the proper Means and Method of 
reforming and rectifying what he thus finds amiſs in 
himſelf or in his Conduct; he wer, nie, 
5 a | . IMeu. t), 
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-Diffculty, both reſolve. to become a good and vir- 


tuous Man, and put ſuch his Reſolution into Execution: 
But the longer we neglect the' proper Remedies, the 
more our ſpiritual as well ag bodily Diſeaſes increaſe, 
our evil Inclinations grow into Habits, our evil Ha- 


bits grow. every Day more ſtrong, and produce more 


and more evil Actions, until by long Cuſtom, Sin 


takes ſuch deep Root in us, as, never, or at leaſt, 


not without the greateſt Difficulty, to be eradicated 


| or overcome. 


It is not my Deſign, at preſent to give an Account 


of the ſeveral Remedies that are to be made uſe of 
againſt each particular Sin, which would neceſſarily 
engage me in a whole Syſtem of Chriſtian Morality: 
But yet it will be proper here to take Notice that 


theſe Remedies are of two Sorts. Some are gene- 


ral, and equally to be applied and made uſe of 
againſt all Sins whatever; As Pray ing, Reading, Me- 


ditating, cfien preparing for, and duly receiving 


the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, avoiding 


wicked and prophane Company, and converſing, as 


much as may be, with thoſe who: are virtuous and 
heſe are Means at all Times to be made 
ule of, againſt all forts of Sins; juſt as good Diet, 


| good Air, and moderate Exerciſe are always proper 
to keep the Body in right Order, and preſerve it 


from all ſorts of Diſtempers. Other Remedies there 
are, which (like what they call Specifick Medicines in 
Phyſick) are peculiarly. adapted to this or that par- 
ticular Sin, but not ſo to others: Thus rigorous Faſt- 
ing and Abſtinence are commonly of excellent uſe to- 
wards mortifying and ſubduing the Sins of Laſt and 
cenſuality; But preſcribe the ſame to a_ Covetous 
Man, and they will probably feed his. Diſtemper, he- 
cauſe he finds that thereby he can ſave Money: And 
if you would cure a Man of ſordid Coverayſneſe, it is 
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good to preſs and ſtir him up not only to A of 


Grace, whatever it be; which God is pleaſed to give 
us, in order to Subdue and Mortify all our evif Ha- 
bits and  Inclinations. And thus much may ſuffce 


ought to Exerciſe ourſelves. © 


diligently exerciſe our ſelves, or elſe it will not be 


"of Offence ; That is to ſay, We muſt make it cur 
ad 2 : conſtant 


Charity, but Liberality alſo; but if you ſhould take 
the ſame way with a prodigal Spendthrift, you may 


perhaps only nouriſh bis Vanity and Folly : For 1 


in the Diſtempers of the Body, ſo alſo in thoſe af 
the Soul, the Nature and Symptoms of the Diſeaſe 


are well to be conſidered, and ſach particular Me. 


thods to be preſcribed as are peculiarly adapted to 
take away the Cauſe of it; but yet with ſuch Pm. 


-* dence and Caution as not to run the Patient from 
one extream into another, which may perhaps be 


altogether as dangerous - | 


When therefore, by a diligent and frequent Ex. 


amin: tion of ourſelves, we have made a ſufficient 


Diſcovery of our ſeveral Sins, and wicked Inclina- 
tions, which are the Sores and Diſeaſes of our Souls: 
Oar next Buſineſs is, to conſider, and duly apply 


all thoſe Remedies both general and particular, which 
are proper for the Cure cf them. In Bodily Diſtem- 
pers, Nature and a ſound Conſtitution, will ſometimes 


effect a Cure, without the uſe of any othef Medicine; 


But our Spiritual Conſtitution (as I may call it, is 0 


vitiated by that Original Corruption which dwelleth 
in us, that it is im poſſible for us to keep a clean Heart, 
or a Conſcience void of Offence, except, with Cure 
and Diligence, we conſtantly ſtir up that Portion of 


to be ſpoken of the ſecond Thing, Wherein we 


1 


But there is a third Thing wherein we muſt allo 


poſſible for us to keep and preſerve a Conſcience wid 
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conflant Care and Endeavour, through the whole 
Courſe of Life, ſtill to improve in Virtue and Piety, 


and by no means to remain'at a Stand; but conſtant 


eie grow better and better as long as it all pleaſe 
God that we live in the World. Thus we are di- 
rected by St. Peter, (2 Pet. i. 5 Giving all Dili. 
gence (ſays he) add to your Faith, Virtue; and to Vir- 
ture, Knowledge ; and to Knowledge, Temperance ; and 
to Temperance, Patience; and to Patience, Godlinefs"; 
and to Godlineſs, Brotherly-kindneſs 3 and ta Brotherly; 
lizdzeſs, Charity : Which thing (as he gives us to un- 


 derſtand, v. 8.) ought not on'y to be in ul, but alſo 


to abound, if we would not be look'd upon as Barren 
„ Unfruirful in the Knowledge f our Lend Fifu 
Chriſt: And with the like Admonition he concludes 
his Epiſtle, bidding us to grow in Grace, as well as 


in that ſame ſaving Knowl:4ge. For this very Par. 


poſe it was that God appointed 4poftles, Prophets, and 
Evangeliſis in his Church of old, and a Succeſſion of 
Paſtors and Teachers to continue therein for ever; 
Fir the perfecting of the Saints, for the Wark of the 
Miniſtry, for the Edifying of the Body of Chrift ; till 


| ave all come . unto a Perfect Man, unto the Mea- 


fare of the Stature of the fulneſs of Chrift, (Eph. iv. 
11, 12, 13.) Thus St. Paul exhorts the Theſla- 
lonians ; We beſeech you Brethren and exhort you by 


the Lord Feſus, that as ye have received of' us how ye 
be to walk, and to pleaſe God, ſo je would abound - 


more and more: 1 Theſſ. 4. 1.) To which his own 


Practice was fully conformable ; Brethren (ſays he) 


1 count not myſelf to have apprehended, (that is to ſay, 
to have arrived to ſuch a State of Perfection, as that 
[ need grow no better) But this one Thing 1 do, for- 
getting thoſe things which are behind, and reaching forth 
at thoſe things which are before, I preſs toward the 
Mark for the Prize of the high Calling of God in 65700 


Tus, Phil. iii. 13, 14. As if he had ſaid, I do net 


| | plea ſe 
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16. K Pauls Raligiod: 


pleaſe myſelf” with looking back at vet have 
| Well done; But I ſtill keep my Thought fix'd upon 
the everlaſting Happineſs of Heaven, and daily he, 
to grow better and better, that I may be the fitter for | 
it, and the more are of ning it. 


44 
3 4 


With reſpect to what. we are now citcdanitig! 0 
Man is juſtly compared to a Boat rowing againkt the 
Stream: If the Rowers ſtop their Hands, tho' but 
fora very ſhort Time, the Boat is preſently borne down 
by the Current: And if ever we ceaſe to ftrive 
againſt our natural Corruption, it will be ſure to gain 
more and more upon us, and carry us ill back into 
Sin: In thĩs caſe there is no ſtanding ill : Either we 
muſt conſtantly endeavour to grow better, or 997 we 

ph be ſure to grow worle, 1 ven 

—Here then let every Man cooler 150 enquire 

nto himſelf, after this Manner: What Sort of a 
MA was I, Ten, or Twenty Years agone? Was Ia 
Senſual, Luſt ful, or Intemperate Min ? Was I Proud, 
Envious, III .natured, Coverous, Hard- hearted, Un- 
charitable? Or what were the Sins to which T was 
then moſt addicted or inclined? And how much bet. 
ter am I grown at this Time ? Perhaps T am notable 
to fin at the Rate I formerly did; my Strength, or 
my Circumſtances will not allow me ſo to do: But 
have I not the ſame Unmörtißed Inclinations and 
Defires which 1 then had ? And if I were row 38 
Young, as Stroog, every way as able to purſue the 
Things of the World and the Fleſh, as once I was, 
would I rot follow the ſame Courſe which then ! 
did? Or whatever ſceming Reformation appears iu 
my outward Behaviour, Is it not much more owing 
to Neceſſity than to my own Choice? And if this be 
the Caſe with him, let him know that he is far from 


. a Conſcience vod of * TY” * 
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daily Addition to the Pen di is other din, 


chat he has not all along been diligent in bis Endes. 
yours to grow better and better, and make more and 
more Improvement in Virtue and Piety; which 
ſince he has done, he therefore is a worſe Man in 
the Sight of God than, even formerly he was, howeyer 
he may appear in the Sight of the World: And 
therefore if in earneſt he would Purge his Conſci- 
ence, and make it N clean, he muſt ſet himſelf 
thoroughly and heartilx to reform his inter Man; and 
never intermit the conſtant Application both of the 
General and Particular Remedies to his ſeveral Sins, 
until, through the Grace of God, he has efteQually* 
mortified all his wicked Habits, and gotten ſo com- 
pleat a Victory over all his Sinful Defires, as always 
to Curb them, whenever they would draw him into 
any wilful or deliberate Franſgreffion, or even to 
give a willing, tho“ ſecret Conſent to any thing that 
is Sinful, In a Word, he muſt never give off his 
Endeavours, until by Experience he finds that God 

| bas created a clean Heart and renewed 'a right Spirit 
; within him, Pal. li. 10. _ And when this is done, 
be will ſoon find that there will be a neceſſity of the 
fame Endeavours, the ſame Praying, Watching, Me- 
- Wl ditating, Practiſing, and every other thing whatſoever, 


e to keep his Heart clean, as there was at firſt to malte 
r tit fo, to ſtrengthen him more and more againſt the 


it frequent Aſſaults of Sin and Satan, as there was once 
d to enable him to get a compleat Victory dver 
2s Wl them. ff e 


s And thus L have done with the laſt thing propoſed 
1 to be conſidered, which was St. Pauls Exerciſe in or- 
in der to keep his Conſcience void of Offence ; Wherein 
1 il we would imitate him, we muſt, as I have ſhewy, 
be WW firit, frequently and ſeriouſly examine our ſelves; _ 
m Lecondly, apply all proper Remedies, both * 
| | | | ang 
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1 1 g Ta 
of, Motive,;or Encouragement to us all, ta be diff 
in this Prakiice, of: keeping a 'Canſeience 0 las, Fo 


fence, and i 
ewn to be neceſſary in order theredata. A AN 


there i 15 One ſingle Conſid ider TS. Which, in my or 
nion, includes all that can be ſaid upon this On 
wed a8, that. 4 Conſcience void of. Ofc, an 


= real Comfort and Support 5 5 4. Man cat 
Ne in, all Eſtates and — M of Life, frag 
larly in the Time of Trouble and Aflition, and above 
all when he comes to lie upon a Death-Bed. > 

Let us ſuppoſe. a Man to be in Health. watt 
and. Proſperity, but, at the ſame time, that 1975 
ever he gives way to a ſerious Thought,. his 
ſcience accuſes him that be has lived in a ** 
wilfal Sin, and continues ſtill therein wi th out. true 
Repentance, and therefore that wheneverithis, thor 
Life ſhall. have an End, he has nothing to expect 
but the Wrath of God and Everlaſtigg Puniſh: 
ment; It is impoſlible for ſuch a Man, , while 
theſe Thoughts poſſeſs him to receive any dall 
Comfort from the Enjoyments of this World: But 
let us farther ſuppoſe, that ſuch a Man falls into 
Poverty, that Pain and Sickneſs overtake. him, and 
that at laſt he comes to have a very near Proſpet 
of his Departure out of this Liſe ; What Horror 
and Amazement mult needs ſeize: him ! He has lived 


for a conſiderable Number of Vears, e 
„ 


= 
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Att to, No 5 Sins which we TOR! | 
in our ſelves ;. and T irdly, "give. all Di iligence to | 
_ grow. in Grace, and daily to improve in true Vine 
ana Piety, even to the very end of our Lives. 
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which time he has, often been put in mind of the 


many Obligations, that lye . upon. him to ſerve and 


ſees Death, the King of Terrors, approaching, and 
dreads the diſmal Conſequences that are to follow : 
In this Condition he ſtands in the greateſt need of 
Comfort ; but where is it to be had? The World has 
forſaken” him, or if he had. it all at his Command, it 
could not reſcue him from Death and Hell Wha 

muſt he do then? Would he fly to God, who indeed 
is our only ſure Refuge in the Time of Anguim and 
Diſtreſs! Alaſs, his Conſcience. upbraids him that he 

is in no. Condition, to find Acceptance there ; That 
there was a time when God called, and be refuſe 

when God ftretch'd out his Hand to receive him, but 
he regarded it not, but ſet at nought all that Divine 
Counſel and Reproof which had been offered to him; 
That now there is much Reaſon to apprehend that 
the Caſe is quite altered, and that God only /aughs at 
his Calamity, , and mocks when his Fear cometb; That 


as a Whirlwind, Diſtreſi and Anguiſh cometh upon bim; 


| ke may call upon God, but Ged will not hear him; 


he may ſeek him, early, but not find "him; For that in 
all this long time paſt, he hated true practical fave 
ing Knowledge, and tho* often put in mind of it, yet 
did not oo the Fear of the Lord. This is what 


God expreſly threatens wicked Men with, Prov. 1. 
24. And when once a Man comes to have ſuch a 
mwourded Spirit as this, we may well ask, with the. 


Wiſe Man, ohe can bear it? Prov. xvili. 14. 


But, on the other hand, if a Man can, with all 
Truth and Sincerity, ſay thus of himſelf, I have now 


for a lony time heartily and fincerely endeavoured 
to make my Peace with God by a ſincere Repentante, 


and a through Reformation, not only of my out- 
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made it m great Buſineſs, through his Grace and 
to b 


Aſliſtance, to bring my ſelf to ſuch an Holy Temper, 
ds to be ready and willing to give an hearty Obedi: 
ence to every one of them; I have been conſtant u WM. 


the Worſhip of God beth publick aid private, and | 
frequent at the Holy Communion, for which I have | 
always endeavoured to prepare myſelf, not fo much 


by a little Extraordinary Devotion for a few Days 


| before, as by a conſtant regular Chriſtian Life; | | 
have made it my. 6ſt and chief Care to diſpoſe ty 


Heart to love God, to fear him, to honour him: 


| and to pat my whole Truſt and Dependance cont. 
_" nvally in and upon him and his good Providence; 
J have alſo honeſily endeavoured do do my Duty to 
all Mankind, to entertain no Malice or Hatred 
- againſt the Perſon of any Man, no, not even of my 


gue Enemy, but to have true Charity for 8 5 


Man, and to be willing to do him Good when 
bave it in my Power; To wrong no Man by Worl 
or Deed, and if I have done any Wrong to aty 


Man, to make him the beſt Amends I can, and to 


render unto all Men whatever is due to them, it 
their ſeveral Stations and Relations to me, whether it 


be by the Laws of God, or thoſe of the Country 


. where I dwell. And, Lafily, I have endeavoured to 
. mortify and ſubdue all my unruly Luſts, Paſſions am 
| Defires, and by no means to give them any , farther 
Liberty than what is every way confiftent with the 
Duty of a Chriſtian: And if ſometimes, througi 


Frailty and Infirmitv, I have been tranſporte? or 


_ . carryed away to ſay or do any thing that was Sinſu, 
J have immediately fled to God, and humbled my 
ſelf before him for the ſame, beſeeching him, for 

_ Chrilt's fave, to pardon what is paſt; and to give * 


- ; 


Defires,z I have very often conſidered what are the 
ſeveral] Commands which he has given us, and haye 
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S8. Paus Relipian. | 
bis Grace that J may the more watchful. and careful 


for the time to come. If without Htypocrily, or 
$:1f-deceit, a Man's Heart can aſſure him that he has 


has a moſt firm Reſolution to cantinue exa@ly in the 
ſame way to the very end of his Days; his Con/c- 
_ ence, being thus parged from dead Works, and giving 
bim the greateſt Aſſurance that be is in the Favour of 
God, becomes a continual Feaſt unto him: If he is 
in Proſperity, he looks upon the good Things which 
he enjoys as coming from the haud of God's Provi- 


better enabled to do good in the World, for which 
he ſhould be ſure of an abundant, Reward here. 
after: Or if Trouble and AfMiiQtion fall upon him, 

he receives theſe things in an humble manner, as 
Chafliſements coming from the hand of a gracious 
Father, and moſt certainly deſigned for his Good, 
if he makes the right uſe of them. In all Eſtates 
and Conditions of Life, he ſays, with St. Paul, My 
Rerycing is this, the Teſtimony of my Conſcience, that 

in Simplicity and god:y Sinceri q, not with fleſoiy Wiſdom, 
but by the Grace of God, I have hadimy Converſation 
in the World, 2 Cor. i. 12. And when ke comes to 
lye upon his Death Bed, he again ſays, with him, 
I have Fought a good Fight, | have manfully ſtruggled 
with the Vanities, Follies and Temptations of this 
World, 1 Have finiſhed my Courſe, I baue kept the 
Faith, and fewwn it by my Works, (Jam. ii. 18.) Hence. 
forth there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs . 
which the_ Lord the Righteous Judge ſhall give me at 
that Day; and net uno me only, but unto all them 
4% that love his appearing, 2 Tim. iv. 8. 


| This is the laſt and ſolid Comfort of having and 
always keeping @ Conſcience void of Offence; And 
when the Time comes, as ſooner or later it mull * 
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E ht m N en fail oy bells us, FA 
if we take care to maintain it, will be a Stay und Sup. 
port to us in our 5 reateſt Agonies, and never leave us 

until it has brought us into We bleſſed Place where 
there is Fulneſi of Fo, and agree Jo 

| Pal. Xvi. 11. 3, 


. 7 us, Weber 4 oh | Concly 3 wo we: — 

Matter; Let us truly Fear God, and Faithfully 

| teep his Commandments; For this is the only way 

to baue always a Conſcience void of Offene; And 

this is the aubole Duty, the whole Intereſt, ty 

avhole Concern of Man: This, and this © alone, 

- Is what will make him as truly Happy as he 

capable of in this Life, and, through ory Ih 
ey, Eternally ſo in the Lan to 8 1" F248 

Now to God the Father, oe, | 4 
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